AASHTO Domestic Scan Proposal Form
	Proposal Contact Information 

Name:


Jawad Paracha
Title:


Assistant Division Chief, Office of Traffic & Safety
Agency: 


Maryland State Highway Administration
Address:


7491 Connelley Drive, Hanover, MD 21076
E-mail:


jparacha@sha.state.md.us 
Telephone number:
410-787-5891

Date of submission:
November 8, 2007

	Title of Proposed Scan

Best practices for maximizing traffic flow through existing facilities 

	Problem Statement 
Nationally, congestion is increasing at a rapid rate.  In most cases, building new infrastructure may not be possible due to lack of funds, unavailability of more right-of-way, or other network constraints. This makes it essential for agencies to maximize traffic flow safely through our current roadway facilities.  Innovative strategies need to be implemented to make this possible and thus reduce congestion along mainline and/or network. 

	Scan Scope  
The scope may be broken down into successful strategies for arterials and freeways. These strategies may include:

-  Contraflow lanes (lane control signals or moveable barrier systems) 


-  Reversible lanes


-  Real-time traffic management using ITS technologies (ATIS and ATMS)


-  Congestion pricing


-  Use of shoulders as lanes


-  Narrow lanes


-  Traffic smoothing strategies such as metering




	Scan Objectives 
1. Identification of best practices and the conditions under which each is applicable/best suited.

2. Improvements in planning/design processes.

3. The audience may include traffic engineers, highway designers, ITS operations personnel, and planners.


	Benefits Expected 

Reduction in delay, crashes, injuries and fatalities by:

-  Ensuring that transportation personnel are aware of and have access to a full range of choices for reducing congestion along existing facilities and thus improving safety too.  

- Improving the planning/design processes to ensure that certain strategies are always considered before considering infrastructure improvements
-  Improving the use of innovative technologies and products as congestion mitigation tools.



